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six days everybody does his job, and is as clean and tidv
about it as possible. But on the seventh day or ou the
sixth evening every one sets about giving the home and
the village a special polish. On that day corners are looked
into, and everything that got left out during the busy week
is attended to, clothes, children, stables, fowl-houses,
nothing escapes. Those who select their day of worship
for their weekly holiday will find that religious observances
are more enjoyable and far more effective in an aroma of
perfect cleanliness. And in the afternoon, what better
than games, or a ploughing match, or a picnic for the
children ? Later in the day come the meetings of the
village council, the Women's Institute, or any other com-
munity activities which have been established, while the
wireless programme marks the end of a perfect day !
6. Quinine.1 This is a very expensive drug in the
quantities required to have any real effect on malaria.
The quinine trade is in the hands of a ring, and most of the
world's quinine comes from Java. I do not know whether,
like all competitive industries in the world, the quinine
industry has rationalized itself, written down its capital,
cut down its working expenses and done everything possible
to maintain and expand its trade in an impoverished world,
but the fact remains that at present prices the Punjab will
never consume sufficient quinine to keep down malaria.
If Government sells below world prices, the drug will be
smuggled out of the country and Government will be bled
white to no purpose. What is the remedy ? In the first
place the Royal Agricultural Commission pointed out that,
given the necessary research and effort, there was no reason
why India should not itself grow and manufacture good
quinine instead of relying on Java. Suppose this were done
1 See p. 115.
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